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During this period, especially since the fathers of two of my
friends were in the fighting. Colonel Granville Smith of the
Gren^jfiier Guards, and Major Eager of the Lincolnshires, I
followed the South African War with breathless interest* I
bombarded my cousin, Captain Jimmy Waterlow of the C.I.V.,
with correspondence, prayers, and presents ; and when he had
a moment he used to send me postcards from the veldt. Writing
from Pretoria on the 23rd August, 1900, he said : " We see
from time to time, mostly in the City Press, wonderful tales of
the doings of our men. Two stories of men in my company have
recently come to my notice, one of a fellow swimming a river
and saving some lives, another of a fellow getting water for
wounded men under a heavy fire. All these tales are lies from
beginning to end, and should be received with great caution by
the public."

I remember how disillusioned I was, with my book of news
cuttings and pictures before me, when I read these lines. But
they were an excellent forewarning for my own experience during
the Great War, when I read what our " gallant troops " were
doing, and how wholly quiet it was on the Western Front.

The head master himself was deeply interested both in
geography and in science. The lessons in geography were
conducted always by himself with the aid of what was then
known as a "magic lantern," and perhaps he was the first
teacher in the country to make use of the projector. These
lessons, illustrated by lantern slides, were extraordinarily fascinat-
ing to the boyish mind.

On Saturday evenings we used to be given lectures. Some-
times these were of a light character : Alfred Capper came down
and contributed a thought-reading stance. I am quite sure
that if the Murrays had known the sense of his performance
beforehand, they would have been horrified. And there was a
lecture on Punch ; but many of these lectures were contributed
by Mr. Murray himself. He possessed a large laboratory in
which he experimented. During the year 1902 he projected
electrical waves across the long length of the play-room which
rang bells at the other end, without the aid of communicating
wires. This was my first introduction to wireless, and I suppose
that there were scarcely a hundred people throughout the world
who possessed any expert knowledge of the subject, or who knew
indeed that even then we were on the eve of an entirely new era
in sound projection.